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This newsletter was produced by Eartha Burke.  

We hope that you enjoyed reading our newsletter and would appreciate your feedback and suggestions for future 
editions. Have a fabulous time, whatever you do, however you wish to do it, enjoy and let me wish you a HAPPY NEW 

YEAR!!  Please send comments to eartha@talawafostering.com  

Feedback 

Talawa Annual Celebration 

We are once again skipping the hustle and bustle of the festive party season and having our annual 
celebration in January for carers and members. If you have received your invitation and yet responded, 
please RSVP to caroline@talawafostering.com with you menu choice. 

The event will take place on Thursday 16th January,  7pm at  

ZAZA, 88-90 Chase Side, Enfield EN2 6NX 

The evening will include a delicious complementary three course meal and wine or non alcoholic drink with 
dinner.  There is also a bar where you can purchase additional drinks. 

Choose from: 

S TA R T E R S  

 Paté di Fegato - Wild mushroom & chicken liver paté with rustic bread & red onion marmalade 
 Goat’s Cheese Tart - Warm goat’s cheese, caramelised onion & beetroot tart, baby salad leaves, 

walnuts & balsamic reduction 
 Mezzaluna Croccante - Fried pastry parcels filled with melted mozzarella, with a chilli salsa or garlic 

mayonnaise 
 Funghi Fritti - Deep fried mushrooms in seasoned breadcrumbs with garlic mayonnaise 
 Bruschetta - Vine tomatoes, garlic, basil & rocket on toasted crostini 
 Calamari Fritti - Crispy fried calamari served with a wedge of lime & tartar sauce 
 

M A I N S  

 Branzino - Fillet of sea bass on crushed new potatoes  
with peas & spinach, finished with a tiger prawn, cream & white wine sauce 

 Slow Roasted Lamb Shank - Slowly roasted lamb shank in a rosemary & minted gravy on herb 
mash 

 Wild Mushroom Ravioli - Hand-made ravioli grilled with wild mushrooms in a light butter sauce 
scattered with wild mushrooms & vegetarian parmesan 

 Veal Milanese - Pan-fried veal in polenta & parmesan breadcrumbs with spaghetti pomodoro, vine 
cherry tomato & rocket salad 

 Linguine Pescatore - Mussels, clams, calamari & tiger prawns 
with cherry tomatoes in a white wine, garlic & parsley sauce 

 Tuna Fregola - Fresh sashimi grade tuna loin, char-grilled to your liking & served on a warm citrus & 
vegetable pasta salad, served with caramelised onion marmalade 

 Conchiglioni con Pollo - Giant pasta shells filled with chicken, pesto & toasted pine nuts, with a 
cream & white wine sauce 

 Mediterranean Vegetable Risotto - Roasted Mediterranean vegetable risotto in a light tomato sauce 
with a touch of chilli 

 Pollo Piccante - Oven roasted breast of chicken with roasted red peppers, onions & chilli in a 
rosemary, red wine & tomato sauce, with sweet potato fries 

 
D E SS E R T  

 Tiramisu - Coffee & marsala liqueur soaked sponge covered with mascarpone cream, dusted with 
cocoa & amaretti biscuits 

 Tre Cioccolato - Three layered chocolate dessert consistingof milk chocolate, ferrero & white 
chocolate foam 

 Cherry Yoghurt Semifreddo Torte - Frozen yoghurt on a toffee biscuit base topped with wild 
cherries 

 Strawberry Cheesecake - Baked vanilla cheesecake with fresh strawberries & strawberry coulis, 
served with vanilla ice cream 
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Greetings to you all.  
 
Another year is nearly over and the festive season for those who celebrate is hot on our heels 
with all the usual, I cannot believe it is here already.  Where has the year gone? I say it as we 
approach the end of every year, time really does seem to speed up as you get older and it is 
such a precious commodity that often there is not enough of. 
 
So much money is spent during this season that is not necessarily going to have a meaningful 
impact for very long after the present has been opened.  In the office, we have been talking 
about the hype around this time of the year and Delores suggested giving to charity instead of 
spending a lot on presents, so that we can give to others who truly are in need and also give of 
ourselves. 
 
I know Christmas has become such a cultural phenomenon for some, that the religious ties and 
historical background are sometimes forgotten. For many, Christmas is a fun and joyous 
occasion about being with family and giving. If like me you are a Christian, you will know that we 
are in the season of Advent and the it is the start of the Christian church’s new year.  
 
 
It is a season to celebrate and especially when we should think about others and hopefully not 
get overwhelmed in the commercialism.  This year, I am opting off the spending treadmill. I plan 
to spend time with my family and people I feel I am in danger of losing and re-centring my focus.  
I am not in a ‘bah humbug’ frame of mind, but I believe Delores’s approach is one that I am 
going to follow. 

 
Christmas is a special time of the year, as it takes me back to my Jamaican 
childhood and all the traditions that my mum and aunties used to ensure 
would happen; from the fried fish, the cooked ham, ackee and saltfish on 
Christmas morning, which if you were lucky enough, you 
might be able to add some roast breadfruit which had been 
sent back from the Caribbean and some bammy.  To wash 
it down with the delicious sorrel drink when we would be 
allowed a dash of Rum.  It was always a sad day and we 
knew that Christmas was over when the gungo peas soup 
appeared made with the ham bone and it was also then 

time to be thinking about going back to school. 
 
 
 

 

Agency News 

  

Boiling sorrel 

Escoveach fish Gungo peas soup 

Bammy 

Ackee & Saltfish with 

breadfruit & fried plantain 

Ham 

Sorrel juice 
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Helping you to meet your tax obligations 
 

I am sure that you are aware, as foster carers that you are self-
employed and should be filing self assessment tax returns. 

 

The deadline for filing the 2019 tax return (covering the year 6th April 
2018 to 5th April 2019) is 31st January 2020. 

 

So this is a reminder to our carers that you need to do this. 

 

As members of FosterTalk you can seek assistance from them to 
ensure that your returns are filed on time.  Just call 01527 836 910 
and ask for the tax team.  This will give you direct access to their 

trained tax advisers. 

 

They also offer a fixed price tax return preparation service which 
costs £145 including VAT - their service will reduce a potentially 
stressful and time consuming process to a simple matter of 
providing them with basic information, then site back and let them 

do the rest! 

 

This is absolutely nothing to worry about, but you should file your 
tax return even if it transpires that the amount of tax you have to 
pay is zero.  If you have any concerns, please remember that you 
can speak with your supervising social worker in the first 

instance. 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/12/23/christmas-also-celebrated-by-many-non-christians/
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BLIZZARD BOOTS CHILLY 

COLD FIREPLACE FROSTY 

FROZEN GIVING GLOVES 

HAT HOLIDAYS HOTCHOCOLATE 

ICE ICESKATE ICICLE 

SNOW PINETREE SCARF 

SNOWMAN SNOWBALL SNOWFLAKE 

WINTER SNOWSUIT WIND 
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Jan Lord  

Registered Manager 

 
 
 
 
I was talking to my friend Isabelle about the 
present buying and she said at least for me it was 
only one, where for her during Hanukah, the 
present giving went over 8 days and you have to 
give presents on each of the 8 days. 
 
Whilst some of us are celebrating Christmas, 
other people have their own faiths and beliefs 
which occur at roughly the same time, such as 
Hanukkah which predates Christmas and more 
recently Kwanza that celebrates African American 
culture and history. 

 

Staffing 

 

 

Dannette Smith will be retiring on 14
th
 February.  We wish her well and hope 

that she will have a long and happy retirement. 

 

 

 

Mandatory Training 

 

We have re-booked the First Aid training for carers and staff.  This will take place on Thursday 26th 
and Friday 27th March 2020.  ALL carers must hold a valid First Aid certificate.  If you attended  
the course we ran last year 2018, then you do not need to re-take this course until 2021 but there 
are some carers who last took the course more than three years ago and you need to book 
yourselves onto the course.  You can speak with your Supervising Social Worker and check your 
training record on CHARMS to confirm whether you need to book a space.  This was one of the 
recommendations from our Ofsted inspection and it is something which we must ensure is upheld 
with all carers and staff. 

 

I wish you all a happy Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa and the very best for 2020.  
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Hanukkah - The Jewish Festival 

of Lights   

Hanukkah is the Jewish Festival of Lights and 
it remembers the rededication of the second 
Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, in Israel. This 
happened in the 160s BCE/BC (before Jesus 
was born). (Hanukkah is the Hebrew and 
Aramaic word for 'dedication'.) Hanukkah lasts 
for eight days and starts on the 25th of Kislev, 
the month in the Jewish calendar that occurs 
at about the same time as December. 
Because the Jewish calendar is lunar (it uses 
the moon for its dates), Kislev can happen 
from late November to late December. 
 
In 2019, Hanukkah will be from the evening of 
Sunday, 22nd December until the evening of 
Monday, 30th December. 
 
During Hanukkah, on each of the eight nights, 
a candle is lit in a special menorah 
(candelabra) called a 'hanukkiyah'.  

There is a special ninth candle called the 'shammash' or servant candle which is used to light the 
other candles. The shammash is often in the centre of the other candles and has a higher position. 
On the first night one candle is lit, on the second night, two are lit until all are lit on the eighth and 
final night of the festival. Traditionally they are lit from left to right. A special blessing, thanking 
God, is said before or after lighting the candles and a special Jewish hymn is often sung. The 
menorah is put in the front window of houses so people passing can see the lights and remember 
the story of Hanukkah. Most Jewish families and households have a special menorah and 
celebrate Hanukkah.  
 

Hanukkah is also a time for giving and receiving presents and gifts are often given on each night. 
Lots of games are played during the time of Hanukkah. The most popular is 'dreidel' (Yiddish) or 
'sivivon' (Hebrew). It is a four sided top with a Hebrew letter on each side. The four letters are the 
first letter of the phrase 'Nes Gadol Hayah Sham' which means 'A great miracle happened 
there' (in Israel, 'there' is changed to 'here' so it's 'Nes Gadol Hayah Po'). Each player put a coin, 
nut or chocolate coin in a pot and the top is spun. If the letter is 'nun'  )נ(come up nothing happens, 
if it's 'gimel'  )ג(the player wins the pot, if it's 'hay'  )ה(you win half the pot and if it's 'shin' (for 'there' 
 !you have to put another item into the pot and the next person has a spinפor 'pe' (for 'here'  )ש( 
Food fried in oil is traditionally eaten during Hanukkah. Favourites are 'latkes' - potato pancakes 
and 'sufganiyot' - deep friend doughnuts that are then filled with jam/jelly and sprinkled with sugar. 
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 Crossword Clues 
ACROSS 

1 Outdoor house feature 

5 “Dancing With ___ Stars 

8 Word after great or study (plural) 

13 Connection to the thing that comes 
next 

14 Brexit continent, for short 

15 Useful Scrabble letters 

16 Second of the five stages of grief 

17 Animals where males get pregnant 

19 Word after state or no 

20 Mardi Gras city, informally 

22 How’s it going? In slang 

23 Drag queen lingo for doing some-
thing great 

24 With an s, exclusive Italian restau-
rant 

25 Blog feed inits. 

27____Christmas, I gave you my heart 

29 ”That’s right!” 

32 Pompous Idiot 

34 Leave (out) 

38 Foal : horse :: cria : ___ 

40 AOL communication 

41 Word after north or south 

43____doll, old-timey Christmas pre-
sent 

45 What you put on Insta 

46___- state area 

49 Things you’ve collected 

52 Hamilton songs 

54 CA cops 

55 Produced a 40-down 

58 Door-to-door makeup giant 

59 Sealed document 

61 Non-alcoholic New Years Eve drink 

63 Monty Python Knights of ____ 

64 He’s known for his belt 

66 Teeny tiny 

67 Visitors’ sleeping arrangements 

69 Lyrics referenced in this puzzle 

70 Character played by Beyonce in 
2019 

71 What the <3 emoji might be used to 
convey in texts 

72 College students might end up with 
this 

73 Carrot alternative 

75 It is fancy? 

76”___Grinch Who Stole Christmas” 

77 One of every four year 

 

 

DOWN 

1 First of the five stages of grief 

2 Chinese food staple 

3 Tool for pool 

4 Adjust your typography 

5 Futuristic cars 

6 Cranberry or emerald, e.g. 

7 Historical time frames 

8 Shoot some ____ 

9 Bubble wrap content 

10 Lad’s opposite 

11 Futurama pilot 

12 YouTube CEO’s nickname, possibly 
(alt. spelling) 

13 Surfin_____Beach Boys hit 

18 Grass skirt dances 

21 Harvard____,Rory Gilmore’s college 
decision 

26 Winter condition with an appropriate 
acronym 

28 Cruise or riddle 

30 Word before happy or stick 

31 Run ___ 

33 Go off-____(improvise) 

35 What’s often in the front cover of  

fantasy books 

36 JR’s son 

37 ‘Say Yes to the Dress’ channel 

40 It’s often broken in the morning 

42 B+ on your O.W.Ls 

44 Conjunction junction subject 

46 Subway, streetcar, bus etc. 

47 Dish to order at 24-across 

48 Tech. start-up’s big event 

50 Word before Jane or White T’s 

51 What dragons are at the end of fairy 
tales 

53 One looking down their nose 

56 “I’m not sure” in lazy teenager speak 

57 Hold in custody 

59 4A-4E, in shoes 

60 Famous riveter 

61 “1, 2 Step” singer 

62 Do 69-down again 

65 No ___ for the wicked 

66 Female’s counterpart, if you made a 
typo 

68 Elves, in poetry 

69 Units during running or swimming  

Practice 

74 Snake’s warning 
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Christmas Crossword 
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Hanukkah and Christmas 

The dates of Hanukkah and Christmas might well be associated, because 25 Kislev was when the Temple was rededicated and the early 

Church chose December 25th because they took over the birthday of Greek god Zeus/Roman god Jupiter.Hanukkah and Christmas 

The dates of Hanukkah and Christmas might well be associated, because 25 Kislev was when the Temple was rededicated and the early 

Church chose December 25th because they took over the birthday of Greek god Zeus/Roman god Jupiter.Hanukkah and Christmas 

The dates of Hanukkah and Christmas might well be associated, because 25 Kislev was when the Temple was rededicated and the early 

Church chose December 25th because they took over the birthday of Greek god Zeus/Roman god Jupiter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
. 

The Story behind Hanukkah 
 
About 200 BCE/BC Israel was a state in the Seleucid Empire (an empire ruled 
under Greek law) and under the overall charge of the King of Syria. However, they 
could follow their own religion and its practises. In 171 BCE/BC, there was a new 
King called Antiochus IV, who also called himself Antiochus Epiphanes which 
means 'Antiochus the visible god'. Antiochus wanted all the empire to follow Greek ways of life and 
the Greek religion with all its gods. Some of the Jews wanted to be more Greek, but most wanted to 
stay Jewish. 
 
The brother of the Jewish high priest wanted to be more Greek, so he bribed Antiochus so he 
would become the new High Priest instead of his brother! Three years later another man bribed 
Antiochus even more to let him become the High Priest! To pay his bribe he stole some of the 
objects made of gold that were used in the Jewish Temple. 
 
On his way home from having to retreat from a battle, Antiochus stopped in Jerusalem and he let 
out all his anger on the city and the Jewish people. He ordered houses to be burned down and tens 
of thousands of Jews were killed or put into slavery. Antiochus then went to attack the Jewish 
Temple, the most important building in Israel to Jews. The Syrian soldiers took all the treasures out 
of the temple and on 15 Kislev 168 BCE/BC Antiochus put up a status of the Greek god Zeus in the 
centre of the Jewish Temple (but it had the face of Antiochus!). Then on 25 Kislev he desecrated 
the most holy place in the temple and destroyed the Jewish holy scrolls. 
 
Antiochus then banned practising the Jewish faith & religion (if you were found out you and all your 
family were killed) and made the Temple into a shrine to Zeus. There were many Jews killed for 
their faith. Soon afterwards a Jewish rebellion started. 
 
It began when a 'former' Jewish Priest, called Mattathias, was forced to make an offering to Zeus in 
his village. He refused to do so and killed a Syrian Soldier! Mattathias's sons joined him and killed 
the other soldiers in the village. Mattathias was an old man and died soon after this, but his son 
Judah then took charge of the freedom fighters. Judah's nickname was 'Maccabee' which comes 
from the Hebrew word for hammer. He and his troops lived in caves and fought an undercover war 
for three years. They then met the Syrians in open battle and defeated them. 
 
When they got back to Jerusalem, the Temple was in ruins and the statue of Zeus/Antiochus was 
still standing. They cleaned the Temple. They rebuilt the Jewish altar and on 25 Kislev 165 BCE/
BC, exactly three years after the statue was put up, the altar and Temple was rededicated to God. 
 
There are several theories about why Hanukkah is celebrated over eight nights. One legend says 
that when Judah and his followers went into the Temple there was only enough oil to burn for one 
night, but that it burned for eight nights. Another story says that they found eight iron spears and 
put candles of them and used them for lighting in the Temple. 
 

Hanukkah and Christmas 
 
The dates of Hanukkah and Christmas might well be associated, because 25 Kislev was when the 
Temple was rededicated and the early Church chose December 25th because 
they took over the birthday of Greek god Zeus/Roman god Jupiter. 
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Kwanzaa is aseven day festival that celebrates African and African American culture and history. 
Kwanzaa takes place from 26th December to 1st January. 
 
The name Kwanzaa comes from the phrase 'matunda ya 
kwanza' which means 'first fruits' in the Swahili language which 
is spoken in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe. Kwanzaa is mostly celebrated in the USA. 
 

Kwanzaa Candles 
 
During Kwanzaa a special candle holder called a kinara is 
used. A kinara hold seven candles, three red ones on the left, 
three green ones on the right with a black candle in the centre. 
Each night during Kwanzaa a candle is lit. The black, centre, 
candle is lit first and then it alternates between the red and 
green candles stating with the ones on the outside and moving 
inwards. This is quite similar to the lighting of the menorah in 
the Jewish Festival of Lights, Hanukkah. 
 
The seven days and candles in Kwanzaa represent the seven 
principles of Kwanzaa (Nguzo Saba): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Umoja:                                    Unity - Unity of the family, community, nation 

and race 
 
Kujichagulia: Self-Determination - Being responsible for your own conduct and behaviour 
 
Ujima:                                         Collective work and responsibility - Working to Help each other and in the 
                                                              Community 
 
Ujamaa:                               Cooperative economics - Working to build shops and businesses 
 
Nia:                                                       Purpose - Remembering and restoring African and African American cultures,                

                                                              customs and history 
 
Kuumba:                          Creativity - Using creating and your imagination to make communities better 
 
Imani:                                            Faith - Believing in people, families, leaders, teachers and the righteousness of       

                                                              the African American struggle 
 
 

 

 

 

Kwanzaa 
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                Method 
 

1 Mix icing sugar with peppermint 
extract and enough water to 
make a thick icing.  

 
2 Spread the icing over cookies and 

create a border around the 
edges using sweets and 
sprinkles.  

 
3 Leave for 10 mins for the icing to 

set. Then, using an icing pen, 
write a guest’s name in the 
centre of each cookie.  

 
4 When the icing is dry, wrap in 

cellophane and tie up with a 
pretty ribbon  

 

 Christmas with the Kids in the kitchen 

Ingredients: 

• 300g icing sugar 

• ½ tsp peppermint extract 

• 4 giant cookies 

• sweets and sprinkles, to decorate 

Edible Name Place Biscuits 

Why not finish off a beautifully laid table with these simple, mint-iced cookies - they're fun to 
make with the kids and I’ll bet they’ll be brimming with pride - and what’s more…. NO 

COOKING INVOLVED!! 
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3 Melt the dark chocolate in a microwave 

or over a bowl of just simmering water. 
Dip a lolly stick into the melted 
chocolate about 1.5cm in and poke 
half way into a cake ball. Repeat with 
the remaining balls. Put them back on 
the plate. Return to the fridge for five 
minutes. 

 
4 Dip the cake pops one at a time into the 

melted chocolate, allowing any excess 
chocolate to drip off and spin the pops 
to even out the surface. Poke the pops 
into a piece of polystyrene or cake pop 
holder if you have one, keeping the 
pops apart. Allow to set for about half 
an hour. 

 
5 Heat the white chocolate in a microwave 

or over a pan of simmering water. 
Allow to cool for a few minutes until it 
has a thick, runny consistency. If the 
chocolate is too hot, it will melt the 
dark chocolate underneath so make 
sure you do not overheat it. Spoon a 
small amount on top of the cake pops 
and tip them back and forth so that it 
runs down the sides a little. If you have 
holly decorations, set one on each 
pop. If using writing icing, wait for 
another 20 minutes or so until the 
white chocolate has set. To avoid a 
bloom on the chocolate, cover the 
cake pops in chocolate on the day you 
want to eat them – or the day before at 
the earliest. 

 
6 Pipe on holly leaves with the green icing 

and two little dots for berries using the 
red. Once finished, store them in a 
cool place, though not the fridge. 

 Christmas with the Kids in the kitchen 

Ingredients: 

• 200g madeira cake 

• 140g-160g white chocolate  

• 1 orange, zest finely grated 
 

To decorate: 

• 300g dark chocolate, 60-70% cocoa solids, broken 
into chunks 

• 50g white chocolate, broken into chunks 
• sugar holly decorations or red and green writing 

icing 
 

1 Pulse the madeira cake in a food processor until you  
have fine crumbs. Melt the white chocolate in a 
bowl over just simmering water or in the 
microwave. Shop bought madeira cake can vary in 
texture so you may need to add a little extra 
melted white chocolate to make the mixture stick 
into balls. Stir the orange zest into the chocolate, 
then work the chocolate into the crumbs using 
your hands. 

 
2 Form into 10 small truffle-sized balls, then roll gently 

in your palms to smooth the surface. Arrange the 
balls on a baking parchment-lined dinner plate. 
Refrigerate for 30 minutes to allow the mixture to 
set. 

There’s always time for some kitchen fun with the kids, why not try….. 

Christmas Pudding Cake Pops 
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There are also seven symbols used in Kwanzaa. The seven items of often set on a Kwanzaa 
table, with the kinara, in the house: 
  

Mkeka:                                     The Mat - A woven mat made of fabric, raffia, or paper. The other symbols are        
                                                               placed on the Mkeka. It symbolises experiences and foundations. 

Kikombe  
cha Umoja:             The Unity Cup - Represents family and community. It is filled with water, fruit                 

                                   juice or wine. A little is poured out to remember the ancestors. The cup is share 
                                                              between people and each person takes a sip. 

  

Mazao:          The Crops - Fruit and vegetables from the harvest. These normally includes 
                                                          bananas, mangoes, peaches, plantains, oranges, or other favourites! They are      

                                                              shared out. 
  
Kinara:                                  The Candleholder - It represents the days, and principles of Kwanzaa. 
  

Mishumaa  
Saba:                                           The Seven Candles - are placed in the Kinara. Black, red and green are the                       

                                                            colors of the Bendera (African Flag). 
 
Muhindi:                          The Corn - There is one ear of corn of each child in the family. If there are no                 

                                                           children in the family, then one ear is used to represent the children in the                                   
                                                           community. It represents the future and the Native Americans. 

 
Zawadi:                              Gifts - Gifts given to children during Kwanzaa are normally educational, such 
                       as  a book, dvd or game. There's also a gift reminding them of their African                                  

                                                           heritage. 
 

There are also sometimes two extra symbols: 
 
     Bendera:                          A flag with three horizontal stripes of black, red and green Nguzo Saba 
                               
                  Poster:                                   A poster of the seven principles of Kwanzaa. There's 
                                                                                               also  a special greeting used during Kwanzaa in 
                                                                                             Swahili. It's 'Habari gani' and the reply is the 
                                                                                            principle for that day. (Umoja on the first day,  
                                                                                             Kujichagulia on the second day and so on). 
 

 
 
The Kwanzaa festival was created 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966. 
Dr. Karenga wanted a way to 
bring African Americans together 
and remember their black culture. 
Harvest or 'first fruit' festivals are 
celebrated all over Africa. These 
were celebrations when people 
would come together and 
celebrate and give thanks for the 
good things in their lives and 
communities. 

 
From these festivals he created Kwanzaa. 
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Talawa tribute to 

Pauline Robertson 

It is with great sadness that I am writing to say the Pauline died suddenly on 22
nd

 
November 2019. Pauline had been unable to attend Panel for some time and had been 
planning to attend when we heard the sad news from her daughter Helen. 
 
Pauline has been with Talawa from the start 15 years ago, as she had known Marcia 
Spencer when they were both on Bromley’s Adoption Panel, Marcia as the independent 
chair and Pauline as the Legal Adviser. Pauline’s support to us was invaluable and she 
was always generous with her time and freely shared her vast knowledge with us and the 
Panel. 
 
Pauline had been a solicitor for many years and had a great deal of experience in the in the 

field of childcare.  She had a memory like an elephant and could quote case law and 

established legal precedents at the drop of a hat. She carried the memory of each of our 

carers from their initial approval and their subsequent reviews. She also remembered each 

child very well and was very child focussed in her practice and considerations.  
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Christmas Markets 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Filling the town centre with festive cheer, 
Kingston’s traditional Christmas Market will have 
hand-crafted gifts and mulled wine galore! The 

market stalls are all housed in lovely wooden cabins adorned with Christmas decorations. It’s the 
perfect place to get into the festive spirit and start looking for those stocking fillers! 

Winter Wonderland 

 
Hyde Park 
On from now until January 5th 2020 
 
www.secretldn.com/winter-wonderland-returning-
hyde-park  
 
This great big Christmas fun fair draws Londoners, 
day-trippers and tourists from far and wide. It plays 
host to the UK’s largest outdoor ice rink, an ice bar, 
an après ski-inspired ‘village’, loads of festive food 
stalls, German beer tents and even hireable karaoke huts so you can work on your best Pogues 
impression! Entrance is free but attractions are not. 

 

Christmas by the River 

 

London Bridge City 
Queens Walk, London SE1 2DB 
On from now until January 5th 2020 
www.secretldn.com/christmas-by-the-river-market/  
 
With a beautiful backdrop of Tower Bridge and the city 
skyline, Christmas by the River has been illuminating 
the riverside for the past four years. 2019 sees 
Christmas by the River get a vintage ski theme, which 
can only help improve on their reputation as the 
best UK Christmas market. 
 
For more Christmas market locations check out: 

www.secretldn.com/christmas-markets-london 

  T A L A W A  T I M E S  

Kingston Christmas Market 
 
No Entrance fee 
On from now until December 31st 2019 
 
www.inkingston.co.uk/ChristmasMarket2019  
 

https://secretldn.com/best-uk-christmas-markets/
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Christmas fairs and markets in London are such a treat.  From mulled wine, mince pies, Christmas 
food and fairground rides, take your pick of them this year! 

Southbank Winter Festival 
 
On from now until January 5th 2020 
 No entrance fee but if you want to see certain shows you’ll 
have to buy tickets.  Check the website for details 
www.southbankcentre.com 
 
At this riverside Christmas market, not far from the London Eye, 
the perennial Southbank street food market vendors will be adding 
festive fare to their menus (melted cheese on everything, please!) 
while other little wooden huts will be selling festive goodies and 
gifts. Experience the thrill at Circus 1903, or take a seat for a heart-
warming performance of an old favourite, Black Beauty. Check out 
the sensory play installation Soundpit, have a giggle and groove to 

Fascinating Aïda, or check out their new photography exhibition. 

 

Christmas at Flat Iron Square 

64 Union Street, London SE1 1TD 
On from now until January 6th 2020 
www.flatironsquare.co.uk 

 

Flat Iron Square’s Apres Ski Lodge is returning this 
winter. Step off the slopes and snuggle up in an 
armchair while you munch on candied pecans and 
warm up with Apres Ski drinks from around the 
world. Grab food from one of many street vendors, 
take part in holiday workshops or catch one of their 

free weekly festive film screenings! Last but certainly not least, keep an eye out for info on some 
fluffier festivities at ‘santa paws’. 

 
 

  T A L A W A  T I M E S  

Christmas Markets 

Leicester Square 

 

No Entrance fee 
On from now until January 5th 2020 
www.christmasinleicestersquare.com  

At the very heart of London’s tourist district, 
a sparkling Christmas market is set to re-
turn for the winter season. Wander around 
the beautiful food and gift stalls, before 
heading into the Spiegeltent –  host to a 

performances. From variety shows, to fire-breathers and cabaret sensations, to human jukebox-

es, girl bands, and world leading drag tributes. 
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Although Pauline was so knowledgeable, she never rested on her laurels and would 

continually update her knowledge and practised continuous learning to ensure that she 

kept up to date with legislative changes and developments in practice.  

Pauline was certainly proof of the adage that if you want a job done, then ask a busy 

person, as she was involved on numerous boards and groups. In addition to being the 

legal adviser to Talawa’s panel, she took part in Fostering Education (Special 

Educational Needs group). 

She was a member of Coram/BAAF’s Legal Group; was a governor at a secondary girls’ 
school and a governor at a special needs primary school with responsibility in both 
schools for inspecting the Central Single Register and compliance. She was also the 
Responsible Governor for child protection and committee meetings and panels including 
the appeal panels. 

 

Dannette Smith said of her: ‘I remember Pauline as being very thorough in her 
reporting back from reading the panel papers. She was very thoughtful and gave her 
professional and heartfelt views for new cases and at the reviews; which she recalled 
very well. She will be missed at panel’.  

 

Delores Jones added: ‘Pauline had a very good memory not just about the written 
‘information presented to her about young people and foster carers but also her 
observation. She was good at comparing how a person was presently compared to how 
they presented the previous and earlier years. I have the impression that she really cared 
about the people who were presented to her. She was able to read between the lines 
and this helped her to have a very good understanding of the foster carers and children.  

Pauline was always cheerful and happy at panel and was welcoming to those being 
presented to the panel’. 

 

Eartha Burke said: ‘Pauline was always upbeat when she called the office to discuss 
matters, she always had time for a chat and I always wished that I had a cup of tea in  
my hand when I answered the phone to her, as I knew we would be talking for some 
time!   

Pauline was very thorough in her work and despite being unable to attend panel 
meetings in recent times; she always maintained her interest in Talawa’s carers and 
wanted us to know what her thoughts were on the cases being presented.  I was very 
sad to hear of her passing.’ 

 

Pauline will definitely be missed for her sense of humour; her support to Talawa and for 
her vast knowledge and expertise. 

We send our best wishes and condolences to her children, Anne, Helen, Iain and Alice 
and two her grandchildren. 

 

Rest in Peace Pauline 

https://secretldn.com/street-food-markets-halls-london/
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All children love the Pantomime…..OH YES THEY DO!!!! 
 
Of course, with the holidays upon us, you have to keep your wits about you if you want to 

keep the little ones suitably entertained.  I have had a look at what’s on offer this Christmas… take a look, 
you’ll be sorry not to….OH YES YOU WILL!!  

 

Mother Goose 
Where: The Millfield Theatre Silver Street, Edmonton, N18 1PJ 
Dates: Thursday 28th November 2019 - Saturday 4th January 
2020 
Cost: From £17.50 

For tickets, visit the website: www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk 
 

This years traditional Pantomime at the Millfield Theatre is Mother 
Goose! 

Join them in Puddle Upon the Marsh, where you’ll meet the very 
poor Goose Family and follow their adventure, including true love, 
an evil baddie and of course fairy magic! You have all the 
ingredients for another fun packed Millfield Pantomime! Oh Yes 
You Have! 

 
Unmissable entertainment is guaranteed in a show packed with effects, stunning costumes, beautiful 
scenery and, of course, lots of comedy that will have the whole family laughing along from beginning to end. 
Pantomime at its best! 
 
Millfield audiences can expect a fabulous telling of the infamous story, full of laughter, music and dance in 
the north London’s biggest family pantomime. 
 
On Friday 3rd January at 3pm there will be a relaxed performance. This is specifically designed to welcome 
people with an Autistic Spectrum condition, learning disability or sensory and communication disorder. 
Suitable for ages 3 - 103! 
 
 
 
Where: Hackney Empire, 291 Mare Street, E8 1EJ 
Dates:  November 23rd to January 5th 2020 
Cost: From £10-42 
Tel: 020 8985 2424 
 
Website: hackneyempire.co.uk/whats-on/dick-whittington  
 
In Jamaica, young Dick Whittington is boarding a boat; 
chasing the dream of a new life in the gold-paved streets of 
glorious London. Little does he know, magic awaits him and 
his enchanted feline friend far across the ocean… he’ll 
embark on the adventure of a lifetime: fighting rodent royalty, 
meeting an eccentric fairy and winning the heart of his true 
love – all whilst trying to find fame and fortune. 

Join us for a dazzling Hackney-style reimagining Panto of this classic rags-to-riches tale, bursting with laugh 
out loud topical gags, knockabout comedy, show-stopping song and dance numbers, the most boo-able 
baddies and enough festive cheer to fuel a ship half way round the world. 
 
 
 

Christmas Pantomimes 
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Early bookers get the best prices and the best seats - so don’t snooze and lose - book today! 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cinderella 
Where: Lyric Theatre, Lyric Square. King 
Street, W6 0QL 
Dates: 16th November to 5th Jan 2020 
Cost: From £15-£42 
Website: www.lyric.co.uk/shows/new-
season/cinderella 
Tel: 020 8741 6850 
 
 

Christmas Pantomimes 

Experience the poignant stage-version of the classic and heart-warming tale of The Snowman. Watch as 
a winter wonderland appears before your very eyes and is filled with the love and everlasting friendship 
between the boy and his beloved Snowman as they embark on the adventure of a lifetime through 
beautiful snowy landscapes, meeting new characters along the way. You and your family are sure to love 
every second of this affectionate and magical story of friendship, adventure and love.  

 

There are SO many shows to choose from, if you love panto and want to 
find out what else is on near you, visit  
https://www.theatresonline.com/genre/pantomime  for more information 

Polish your glass slippers, dust off your carriage and join them as the clock strikes midnight for the Fairy 
Godmother of pantomimes, Cinderella. 

You shall go to the ball with this festive fairy tale treat. Word has it that if you leave it too late to book, you 
might turn into a pumpkin…!! 

 Expect the usual Lyric twist on Wicked Stepmothers, Ugly Stepsisters, pumpkins, mice and more. 

The Snowman 
Where: Peacock Theatre 
Kingsway, London, WC2A 2HT 
Dates: 8th Dec to 5th Jan  
Cost: From £21 - save on tickets via lastminute.com 
Tel: 020 7863 8222 
 
Website: https://www.lastminute.com/tickets/london-theatre/

family/the-snowman  
  

https://hackneyempire.co.uk/whats-on/dick-whittington/
https://www.theatresonline.com/genre/pantomime
https://www.lastminute.com/tickets/london-theatre/family/the-snowman
https://www.lastminute.com/tickets/london-theatre/family/the-snowman
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Can you help the children find their way to their presents? 

Christmas Maze             
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Ho Ho Ho Kids!! Here’s a little playtime whilst you enjoy your holidays!!  

Grab your crayons and colour me in! 

 

Christmas Kidz Corner! 



 

 

  T A L A W A  T I M E S  

Christmas Picture Crossword 
Use the pictures to find the words to complete the crossword 

across and down! The arrows point to the squares for each 

word! 
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